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AFRICA
1. Africa the continent
Africa is the second largest continent by area and population,
home to 1.2 billion people in 54 countries, speaking 1,500
different languages and rich in many natural resources. While
many regions and countries do face many challenges, it is important also to challenge the stereotypical view as it being a
continent in crisis.

2. The Physical Geography of Africa
Much of the continent is formed on one tectonic plate. The
Great Rift Valley in East Africa and the Atlas Mountains in the
North have been formed by tectonic movement. T

Africa’s Natural Resources:
• Africa exports 16% of the world’s uranium,
used in the production of nuclear energy
• 10% of the world’s oil and gas (led by Nigeria and Libya)
• 55% of the world’s diamonds (led by Botswana and Congo)
• 22% of the world’s gold (led by South Africa)
• Africa is also rich in forests and is a major
exporter of Hardwoods

3. The Human Geography of Africa

The Sahara Desert is the world’s largest hot desert, the longest river in Africa is The Nile, the highest mountain is Kilimanjaro and the largest forest in the Congo Basin.

Africa is still greatly influenced by is historical
links with European countries who colonised
large parts of African and exploited its resources. Despite many countries having gained
their independence since the 1960s many are
still locked in Trade Agreements and with a reliance on Aid from the more developed world.
Many countries are however classified as Low
Income Countries (LICs).
* The largest country by area is Algeria
(2,381,741 sq. km.)
* The largest country by population is Nigeria
(196 million in 2018)
* The largest city is Lagos in Nigeria (13 million
in 2018)

4. Africa’s climate and biomes
Due to repeated patterns of climate found north and south of the equator there are 4 main biomes found in Africa, these are:
Desert/Semi-desert- hot and dry with, little rain
Tropical Savanna- hot and wet with distinct wet and dry seasons
Mediterranean Woodland- cooler and wet
Equatorial Rainforest- rain all year
Each biome is distinguished by its own distinct range of plants and animals that are adapted to its particular climate. Each climate zone has its
own recognisable weather pattern as indicated by its climate graph over
a period of a year with variations in rainfall and temperature.
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AFRICA continued..
5. Challenges and Opportunities
The continent of Africa has a population of 1.1 billion
(15% of the world’s population), which is unevenly distributed. The population also continues to grow rapidly and
is predicted to double by 2050 to around 2.4 billion, with
60% under the age of 25. This makes the challenge of
reducing poverty and hunger as well as trying to improve
access to health care and education an ongoing struggle.
Population growth, urbanisation and economic development however can present many opportunities. In recent
years the life expectancy has risen with improvements in
public health, the large young and relatively cheap labour
force has seen investment by multinational businesses
from High Income Countries (HICs) into the ever expanding cities resulting from rural to urban migration.

CASE STUDY—KENYA
Location
Kenya is located on the
equator in East Africa with
the Indian Ocean to its east.
The capital city is Nairobi,
its largest lake is Lake Victoria and its highest mountain
is Mount Kenya.

The climate of Kenya gives high average temperatures throughout
the year with some rain during the months of April to May. Generally, each day is similar to the other. This supports a tropical
savanna grassland and a range of big game wildlife such as lion, elephant, giraffe and antelope.

Population
The population is unevenly spread and is affected by the climate,
water supply, relief and soil, though increasing numbers are moving
from the rural villages to the urban towns and cities.

It is also famous for its great variety of landscapes,

Living in Nairobi
Cities such as Nairobi however have two sides with the well-off living
and working in good conditions near the city centre whereas the
poorer people living in crowded, less pleasant shanty settlements on
the outskirts.

In 1990 there were only 24 cities in Africa with a population of more than 1 million, today there are now 48. This
has led to additional challenges of increased inequality,

Life of the Maasai
A number of ethnic groups (tribes) live in Kenya, one of the largest of
which are the Maasai who still live a traditional pastoralist, nomadic
lifestyle, which means they herd their cattle around the grassland areas
in search of water and pastureland.
Many live in huts made from wooden poles and mud with grass roofs,
they dress in brightly coloured red blankets and a large part of their diet
consists of milk mixed with cows’ blood.

Climate

Geography

TOURISM
Due to its wide variety of landscape and cultural attractions Kenya attracts a large number of tourists each year
from around the world for a “safari” or beach holiday.
This can create a lot of jobs and earn money and help
with its economic development, but sometimes it can
also create problems for the people and harm the environment.

APPLYING YOUR KNOWLEDGE...
Name some of the key physical features of Africa (e.g. major
mountains, deserts, rivers etc.

Key Term

Definition

BIOME

Large community of plants and animals found in a major habitat

COLONIALISM

When a political power takes over the running of another
country

FAIRTRADE

The desire to carry out free trade agreements with other companies or countries so the producer gets a fairer price for their
product.

INDEPENDENT

The ability to be self-reliant on basic resources needed and
free from economic ties usually held with former colonial
masters.

PASTORALIST

The herding of cattle or goats on grassland.

RURAL-URBAN MIGRATION

The movement of people from the countryside to the towns
usually in the hope of improving their quality of life and standard.

SHANTY TOWN

Poor quality housing located on the outskirts of a developing
city

URBANISATION

The growth of towns and cities due to a growing population

Describe the main types of biomes found in Africa.
Outline some of the challenges faced in Africa
Describe some of the opportunities that population growth,
urbanisation and economic development have brought for
Kenya.
Now Challenge yourself even further!

• To what extent do you think the past history of
Africa has held back its present and future development?
• To what extent is the stereotyping of Africa as a
“hot, dry and poor continent” true?
• How can the continent of Africa overcome its
challenges of regional inequality and poverty?
• How reliant is Africa upon other more developed
or HICs to help in its economic development?
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AFRICA continued..

Despite its social and cultural development Kenya is still
seen as a developing or Low Income Country (LIC) due
to its limited economic development, lack of wealth and
its rapid population growth. Kenya however continues
to strive to be independent and less reliant on foreign
aid and aims to trade fairly with other countries across
the world.

Some ideas for finding out more...
• Carry out research as to who Doc. David Livingston
was, and the impact he had on the history of Africa
• Carry out research on another Africa country of
your choice and give details about the country’s;
Location- Climate- Population- Economic ActivitiesLevel of Development
• Carry out research as to the aims and objectives of
the non-governmental organisation of Fairtrade

OTHER RESOURCES
The World Fact Book https://
www.cia.gov/library/publications/theworld-factbook/
BBC Bitesize- Globalisationhttps://
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/
zrw76sg
Fairtradehttps://www.fairtrade.org.uk/

KS3 Schoology

To test yourself Read, Cover, Write, Check OR try this quizlet
https://tinyurl.com/KS3Africa

